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Option A: Nineteenth century topic

HOW FAR WAS SERBIA RESPONSIBLE FOR THE OUTBREAK OF WAR WITH
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY IN 19147

Study the Bal round Information and the ® ure s a refully, and then anw er all the ques ions
Background Information

Relations between Aus ria-Hungary and Serbia were already tene inthe g ars beforetheaa & nation
of Arb duk Franz Ferdinand. Aus ria-Hungary a w Serbia and the Serbs liv ng within its own borders
as threats to its fragile empire, while Serbia feared that Aus ria-Hungary threatened its ek & ene .

Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the Aus rian throne, wasaa & nated by Serb nationalis son284J ne 1914.
With German 8 pport (the German ‘blank b eque’ of 54 Iy , Aus riais ed an ultimatum to Serbia on
23 U ly. Aus ria rejet ed Serbia’s reply and det ared war on Serbia on 28 4 ly. Within week all the
major European powers were at war.

How far was Serbia to blame for the outbreak of war with Aus ria-Hungar$

SOURCE A

The murderers of Franz Ferdinand were intent on us ng v olene to des roy Aus ro-Hungarian rule oe r
Boa ian Serbs Aus ria-Hungary was quik to blame the aa & nation on Serb nationalis . It det ded
that Serbia was to be punished dep ite the fat that there was no ev dene link ng the Serb goe rnment
to the murder. In fat , the Serbs immediately o ndemned the aa & ns and promie d to try any pers n
found in Serbia who was ine le d. Serbia did not want a war at this time. Howee r, Aus ria-Hungary
was determined to ue the aa & nationto c us Serbia and oe r-reat ed. Aus ria-Hungary s military
leaders — who were mos to blame for the o nflit —a w the aa & nation by a Boa ian Serb as an
er 8 to o nquer and des roy Serbia.

Serbia’s 8 e reignty would be det rog d if it ae pted the terms of the Aus rian ultimatum in full, but
any reply other than o mplete ae ptane would gie Aus ria-Hungary its em & for war. Serbia was
ready to agree to all points of the ultimatum but Rus a pera aded it not to agree to one of the terms
This gae Austria-Hungary an er se to det are war on Serbia on 28 0 ly.

From a history book.
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SOURCE B

Serbia was a threat to Aus ria-Hungary. Serbian nationalism and expans oni;n  were profoundly
dis uptie fore s and Serbian bak ng for the Blak Hand terroris s was irrep ons ble. Serb nationalis s
both in Serbia and Boa ia, plotted to get the Aus rians out of Boa ia. The aa & nation plot was part
of a bigger plan to proe k& Aus ria-Hungary to det are war on Serbia. Rus a would leap to Serbia’s
aid and Boa ia would win independene from Aus ria. The Head of Serbian Military Intelligene

mas erminded the aa & nation. The Serb goe rnment was aware of the plot but did little to & op it.

Aus ria-Hungary’s oe r-reat ion to the aa & nation meant that it was only kightly les rep oné ble
for the war. It 8 nt an ultimatum whib threatened Serbian e e reignty. The Serbs wrote their reply
ina b away as to gie the impres on of makng & gnifia nt o ne 8 ons but in reality they rejet ed
mos of the points This was their det 5 on and there is no ev dene that Rus a altered the terms of the
Serbian reply. The aims of the Serbs were made t ear when, on 4 September, all Serbian ambaa dors
ree ig dins rut ions to work on the t eation ‘of a 8 rong South-Wets Slav & ate, whih wastoo e rall
Croats Serbs and Sloe nes.

From a recent history book.

SOURCE C

... derbien
~ muss slerbien,

A cartoon published in Austria-Hungary in July 1914. The word on the sleeve is
‘Austria’, while the words at the bottom say, ‘Serbia must die!’
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SOURCED

The goodwill whib  Aus ria-Hungary has B own towards Serbia did not res rain it. Serbia o ntinued to
allow propaganda of whib the fatal 0 ne quene s were demons rated to the whole world on 28 0 ne,
when the Heir to the Monarb y fell vt im to a plot hatbh ed in Belgrade. Bea us of this the Imperial
Goe rnment has felt o0 mpelled to tak urgent & eps to fore the Serbian Goe rnment to & op the
terroris moe ment that is threatening the & a rity and integrity of the Aus ro-Hungarian Monarhb .

The Imperial Goe rnment is o nvne d that in tak ng this & ep they will be in full agreement with all
cvlie d nations who a nnot permit aa & nation to beo me a weapon that a n be us d in politia |
dip utes nor the peae of Europe to be o ntinually dis urbed by moe ments bae d in Belgrade.

An explanatory letter, attached to a copy of the ultimatum to Serbia, sent to all the major
European powers by the Austro-Hungarian Government, 23 July 1914.

SOURCE E

The ultimatum of the Aus ro-Hungarian goe rnment goes far begp nd my wors ep et ations lIts authors
are under the influene of the military party and the Aus ro-Hungarian Army. Sub alak of moderation
will attrat the gn  pathies of the great mass of European public opinion to Serbia, in p ite of the horror
a ue d by the murders of Sarajew . Ee n in Berlin, the Aus ro-Hungarian demands are o né dered
ee B @ .'Ausria-Hungary,a g one German newp aper, ‘will hae to proe the s riousaa a tions
whib it brings agains Serbia by publib ing the res lIts of its judic al inquiry.’

It is improbable that the Aus ro-Hungarian & atesn en B ould hage made up their minds to tak 8 b
a dangerous & ep without hav ng o ns lted the German goe rnment, and without hav ng obtained the
as nt of the Emperor William. The Emperor has gie n a free hand to his allies in p ite of the rik of
bringing on a European o nflit .

A letter from the Belgian ambassador in Berlin to the Belgian government, 24 July 1914.

SOURCE F

Cabrinovié confesses that he was the first of the conspirators to hurl a bomb against the Archduke’s
e rriage. Princp o nfee s he fired two & ots by whib the Arb duk and his wife ree ie d fatal
wounds Both o nfes that the at was done with intent to murder.

Only one of the bombs was ue d. The remaining fie bombs a me laterinto the poe & on of the polie .
In the opinion of the judit al ep erts thee bombs are Serbian and were made for military purpos s
They are identia | with the 21 bombs whib were found in Boa ia in 1913 partly in their original pak ng,
whib proe d without a doubt that they a me from the Serbian Army depot of Kragujea tz It is thus
proe d that the bombs whib were ue d in the attempt agains the Arb duk als a me from the depot
at Kragujevatz. Grabez quite spontaneously called the grenades ‘Kragujevatz bombs’.

From the official Austrian Report on the assassination, published in July 1914.
Cabrinovié, Princip and Grabez were three of the conspirators.
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SOURCE G

[, el Mg
" 7ls,
Tl AN P T

THE POWER BEHIND.

Avstria (at the wltimatum stage). I DON'T QUITE LIKE HIS ATTITUDE. SOMEBODY MUST
BE BACKING HIM.

A cartoon published in a British magazine, 29 July 1914. The bear represents Russia.
The word ‘Servia’ means ‘Serbia’.
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Now anw er all the following ques ions You may us any of the soure s to help ¢ u an& er the
gues ions in addition to thos & ure s whibh @ u are told to us . In anw ering the ques ions g u
b ould ue @ ur k owledge of the topic to help ¢ u interpret and ea luate the & ure s

1 Study Soure s Aand B.

How far do thee two e ure s agree? Ep lain g ur ans/ er us ng details of the & ure s [7]

2  Study Soure C.
Why was this 8 ure published in a ly 1914? Ep lain g ur an& er us ng details of the & ure and
g ur k owledge. [8]
3  Study Sources D and E.
How far does Soure D mak Soure E 8 rprisng? ER lain v ur ang/ er us ng details of the
e ure sand gy urk owledge. [8]
4  Study Source F.
How ue ful is this ® ure to a his orian & udiy ng the aa & nation of Franz Ferdinand? Ep lain
@ ur anw/ er us ng details of the ® ure and g ur k owledge. [8]
5 Study Source G.
What is the a rtoonis's mea ge? ER lain g ur anw er us ng details of the ® ure and ¢ ur
k owledge. [7]
6 Studyall the s ure s

How far do thee & ure s provde o nivnt ng ev dence that Serbia was to blame for war break ng
out with Aus ria-Hungary Ue the s ure stoep laing ur anw er. [12]
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Option B: Twentieth century topic

WAS THE BERLIN WALL CONSTRUCTED TO PREVENT EAST GERMANS ESCAPING TO
WEST BERLIN?

Study the Bal round Information and the & ure s a refully, and then anw er all the ques ions
Background Information

The o nsrution of the Berlin Wall by the Eas Germans began on 13 Augus 1961. Berlin was
8 rrounded by o mmunis Eas Germany and the Wall a t off Wes Berlin from Eas Germany and Eas
Berlin. The immediate effet of the Wall was to pree nt Eas Germans from trae lling or emigrating to
Wes Germany.

Ao rding to the Eas Germans the Wall was an ‘anti-fas & protet i@ barrier’, des gned to protet
Eas Germans from the aggres ® Wets and from Wes ern agents and p ies It was taimed that
Eas Berliners were being lured into Wet Berlin where they were eg loited. They ale kaimed that
Wet Berliners were buy ng b eap & ate-s bs dis d goods in Eas Berlin, and that Wes ern p ies and
ex Nak s were able to get into Eas Berlin to undermine the o mmunis state. The Wet rejet ed thes

£ aims and argued that the Wall was des gned to 5§ op Eas Berliners fleeing to Wes Berlin. Between
1949 and 1961 ® me 2.5 million Eas Germans moe d from Eas Germany to Wes Germany, many of
them through Berlin.

What was the main reas n why the Berlin Wall was built?
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SOURCE A

A cartoon from a magazine published in the Soviet Union in 1961 just after the Berlin
Wall was constructed. The words on the wall say, ‘Demaocratic Berlin’. The men are
saying, ‘Help! Our intentions are blocked!’ The badge above the door is the

emblem of East Germany.
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SOURCE B

Content removed due to copyright restrictions.

The front cover of an American magazine, August 1962.
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SOURCE C

On 13 Augus , Eas German authorities put into effet meas res limiting moe ment at the boundary
of the wes ern & t ors and the Sovet e t or of Berlin. The US Goe rnment o ns ders that thes
meas res are illegal. It does not ae pt that the Soiv et 8 t or of Berlin forms a part of the & -a lled
‘German Democratic Republit . By the admis on of the Eas German authorities thee meas res are
motia ted by the fat that an ee r-inc eas ng number of inhabitants of Eas Germany wik to leae this
territory. The reas ns for this are 8 mply the internal diffia Ities in Eat Germany.

The Eas German authorities t aim thee meas res are ‘in the interes s of the German peoples. It is
obv ous that no Germans think this is 8 . This would beo me t ear if all Germans were allowed a free
b oie . The US Goe rnment ep et s the Sowv et Government to put an end to thes illegal meas res
whib @ nonlyinc eas ekt ing tens on and dangers

A note from the US Government to the Soviet Government, 17 August 1961.

SOURCED

The Sowet Government fully 8 pports the ations of the Goe rnment of Eas Germany whib

et abli ed o ntrol on the border with Wets Berlin in order to bar the way for 8 be rse at ivty being
a rried out from Wes Berlin. Wes Berlin has beo me a e ntre of p y ng, and politia | and eo nomic
proe a tions agains Eat Germany and the Sov et Union. Bui ng up & luable goods and foods uffs
in Eas Germany and ep orting them to Wets Berlin was on an enormous a le and inflit ed o loa |
damage upon the population and national eo nomy of Eas Germany. The open border with Wes
Berlin o 8 the work rs of Eas Germany 31 billion mark

The West German goe rnment led from Wes Berlin an army of rec uiters who, by dee ption, bribery,
and blakn ail, caus d resdents of Eas Germany to migrate to Wes Germany. If the defens e
meas res on the Eas German border with Wet Berlin € eate temporary ino ne niene s forthe ctys
population, blame for this ret s entirely with Wes Germany.

A note from the Soviet Government to the US Government, 18 August 1961.

SOURCE E

In Eas Berlin big ¢ owds built up again today at the Brandenburg Gate. The Eas Germans moe d up
B Xx armoured a rs and a high-pres ure water gun, and & arted mow ng the ¢ owd of 8 & ral hundred
further from the Gate.

The United States today look d at the problem of Berlin's £ os d border with mig d feelings as the
Goe rnment prepared for a period of tens on oe r dee lopments in Germany. Offic ally the US was
angry oe r the clos re of the Berlin borders by the Eas German Communis s but unoffic ally there
were & atements of jubilation at what it & w as an admis on of failure by Eas Germany. Pres dent
Kennedy is ed a & atement a y ng that the Eas German authorities were try ng to remedy o mmunis
failures by the dangerous o ure of threats against the freedom of Wets Berlin. Howee r, &8 me
members of the US goe rnment vew the £ os ng of the border as a faw urable s gn for the Wes
bea use itreflected the disik of o mmunisn of the Eas German people.

An account by a British journalist working in Berlin, 14 August 1961. The Wall

passed by the western side of the Brandenburg Gate where one of the East
German checkpoints was set up.
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SOURCE F

“YOU'RE NEW HERE, AREAN'T You '~."_

; = ";’ N -
‘ ".'::*uaeom&,ﬂwmﬁvw Py e

A cartoon published in an American newspaper, 30 August 1961.
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SOURCE G

It all work d without any problems on 13 Augus ! The meas res to ens re peae a ught our enemies
by 8 rprie .

A power has dee loped in Germany that a n & and agains barbaric militarisn . Ulbrib t et ablib ed
peae when he clos d the doors to the warmongers by bringing order to the border.

The militaris s 8 ffered a defeat! That is good, B nce they are the a us of the mi§ ortunes of the
German nation. Brandt has 8 pported luring human beings away from Eas Berlin and & ealing b ildren.

We did our work thoroughly on 13 Augus . One mus be thorough when fighting militarien . It benefits
the whole nation. We will build peae in a united Germany.

From material given to Communist Party supporters in East Germany to use in the
election of September 1961. All the candidates standing in the election were approved
by the East German Communist Party. Ulbricht was leader of East Germany. Brandt
was Mayor of West Berlin.
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Now anw er all the following ques ions You may us any of the soure s to help ¢ u an& er the
gues ions in addition to thos & ure s whibh @ u are told to us . In anw ering the ques ions g u
b ould ue @ ur k owledge of the topic to help ¢ u interpret and ea luate the & ure s
1 Study Soure s Aand B.

How & milar are the impres ons of the Berlin Wall gie n by thee two & ure 8 ER lain g ur

anw/ er us ng details of the 8 ure s [7]
2  Study Sources C and D.

Does Source D proe that the taims of the Ameria n goe rnment in Soure C were wrong?

Ep lain g ur anw er us ng details of the 8 ure sand g ur k owledge. [8]
3  Study Source E.

Are you 8 rprie d by this ao unt? Ep lain g ur ans er us ng details of the ® ure and g ur

k owledge. [8]
4  Study Source F.

What is the a rtoonis's mea ge? Ep lain g ur anw er us ng details of the ® ure and ¢ ur

k owledge. [8]
5 Study Source G.

How useful is this e ure to a his orian & udy ng the Berlin Wall? Er lain your anw/ er us ng details

of the ® urce and ¢ ur k owledge. [7]
6 Studyall the s ure s

How far do thee & ure s provde o ni¥ntng evdene that the Berlin Wall was built to pree nt
Eas Germans ea pingto Wes Berlin? Us the e ure stoep laing urans er. [12]
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